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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 2062 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, VS 

SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 

1. NGUYEN MINH TAM, A YOUNG VIETNAMESE LADY WHO CLAIMS 
TO BE THE DAUGHTER OF THE OWNER OF THE LONG CHAU, 

LONG HO AND NAM HAI 6 -THREE SHIPS (OIL TANKERS) 

WHICH RECENTLY LEFT SINGAPORE WITH REFUGEES ABOARD- 
CALLED AT EMBASSY TO EXPRESS CONCERN RE 
OVERCROWDING OF THESE VESSELS AND POSSIBILITY A FEW 
VC ABOARD MIGHT TRY TO DIVERT VESSELS TO VIETNAM OR 
SEIZE THEM AFTER PASSENGERS WERE DISCHARGED AT SUBIC. 

MISS TAM SAID SHE HAD MAINTAINED RADIO CONTACT WITH 
VESSELS, AND WAS INFORMED THAT GOS HAD FORCED EACH 
VESSEL TO TAKE A TOTAL OF 800 REFUGEES. SHE SAID HER 
MOTHER WAS ABOARD ONE OF THE VESSELS AND HAD INFORMED 
HER THAT THE LONG CHAU AND LONG HO WERE HEADING FOR 
SUBIC, BUT THAT HE NAM HAI 6 WOULD GO TO THAILAND. 

MISS TAM INTENDS TO GO TO BANGKOK AND THEN TO MANILA TO 
CLAIM OWNERSHIP OF THE SHIPS. 
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3. MISS TAM SAID THE MASTER OF ONE THE VESSELS WAS 
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AFRAID THERE WERE A FEW VC ABOARD WHO MIGHT TRY TO SEIZE 
THE VESSEL AND RETURN IT TO VIETNAM. HE DID NOT THINK 
THIS WOULD HAPPEN ON THE WAY TO SUBIC BECAUSE MOST OF THE 
PEOPLE DID NOT WISH TO RETURN TO VIETNAM. HOWEVER, HE WAS 
AFRAID THAT IF MOST OF THE REFUGEES LEFT THE VESSEL AT 
SUBIC SOME OTHERS MIGHT TRY TO SEIZE THE VESSELS AND 
SAIL THEM BACK TO VIETNAM. 

4. EMBASSY UNABLE TO EVALUATE THIS STORY. HOWEVER, MISS TAM 
SAYS SHE MAY CALL AT EMBASSY BANGKOK AND DEFINITELY WILL 
CALL AT EMBASSY MANILA DURING NEXT FEW DAYS (IF SHE CAN OBTAIN 
VISA FOR PHILIPPINES) TO SEEK ASSISTANCE OF CONSULAR OFFICER. 

MISS TAM SAID SHE RETURNED FROM U.S. TO HELP HER PARENTS WITH 
THIS PROBLEM. SHE CLAIMS MANY OF THE PASSENGERS, INCLUDING HER 
MOTHER, ARE OF CHINESE ETHNIC ORIGIN AND WISH TO SETTLE IN TAIWAN. 
SHE SAYS SHE IS TRAVELLING ON A VIETNAMESE PASSPORT 
WHICH HAS A VALID VISA FOR THE U.S. 
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